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may almost be said, alternately) root and point first.
The bearing of this question on the theory of the Holden
and Noble combs will be dealt with further in subse-
quent chapters.

In this experiment it is impossible to say what would
be the result if every staple were held by the card
clothing either by its extreme point or extreme root,
though, even in that case, it is doubtful if they would
come out in the same order in the sliver.

In the six rollers of the card the staples were mostly

caught by the wire, not
far from the middle; very
few, indeed, were held at
either end, and when they
lie on the licker in this
position (Fig. 22) they are
caught by the divider in
exactly the opposite way
to that which would be
the case if they were
securely held by the point,
as in Fig. 21.

Anyone who will take
the trouble to arrange a few pounds of wool point
first on the feed-sheet, will find that, on the second
divider, there are almost equal quantities point and
root first; and as each pair of working rollers repeats
the process, it is clear that before the wool reaches
the first swift the fibres will be so completely disarranged'
that any relation of root to root, or root to point, which
they had on the feed-sheet, will be quite indistinguish-
able.

If this is the case, where all the fibres are going up
point first or root first, with a distinct tendency to be
caught on the licker by the tip which comes first through
the feed-rollers, the blending must be s^ill more com-
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